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We interviewed a variety of residents at the TIMES Center in order to better understand what community means to individuals without permanent homes and what types of activities they would like to participate in.  They provided us with a variety of responses ranging from community involvement, mentorships, support groups, neighborhood patrol, and non-profit organizations.  All subjects signed consent forms and their names will remain confidential throughout this description.


The descriptions we acquired on community involvement took on two levels which consist of local and political.  One subject described a local aspect of community involvement as delivering flyers throughout the community in order to raise awareness of local issues and gain more participation.  Another subject expressed the need to elect political officials who relate more to the people in lieu of the typical man in a suit who goes downtown and has minimal interactions with the general public. 


Subjects also provided us with useful descriptions of mentorships.  A recurring theme throughout our interviews was the need that the residents of the TIMES Center felt to educate the youth and prevent them from falling into the position of homelessness later on.  Many of our subjects exhibited the characteristics of at-risk youth when they were younger as they came from poverty and abused drugs at early ages.  They wished that someone would have provided them with guidance when they were children and that is why they would like opportunities to help the youth.


Support groups were also brought up throughout our discussions.  Some of the subjects were pleased with the groups that were provided by the TIMES Center but a common complaint was the need for more support groups in addition to alcohol addiction recovery.  A recurring need in addition to alcohol addiction recovery was financial management. 


One particular subject expressed the need for neighborhood control, which consists of neighborhood watch programs among residents and community cleanups.  Most of the subjects felt that cleanliness was a crucial factor in creating a good neighborhood.


In terms of non-profit organizations, the subjects seemed most pleased with Habitat for Humanity and Big Brothers, Big Sisters.  The ones who brought these programs up were willing to participate in them and would have liked to receive their services at different points in their lives.  


Overall, our subjects had a lot of input on their feelings and suggestions towards promoting successful communities.  All of this information along with the descriptions of community organizations will be useful in establishing a community among the residents of The Joseph Center and between residents of the center and the surrounding community members. 

The information acquired through these interviews and our individual studies have helped us to develop a list of community engagement opportunities within the East St. Louis community.  Providing the Joseph Center men with this resource guide is important in that it will provide the men with opportunities of engaging in the community, where as being new residents in the community they may not be aware of.  Our research has shown us that a big effect of being homeless is exclusion from the surrounding community. Community engagement, in its own rights, can be one solution to the social exclusion that characterizes so much homelessness. Community engagement comes in many different forms; from general exposure and awareness of your cause among the community to not-for-profit work to youth mentoring and more.  We have collected information that encompasses these general areas in the East St. Louis community to be used as a starting point for the Joseph Center residents’ journeys back into the community. The resource guide is broken down by category of community engagement type, i.e. political opportunities, environmental opportunities, and youth driven opportunities, so as the men discover and develop their personal interests they have the contact information and descriptions to pursue such interests.
Community Organizations in East St. Louis

YMCA of Southwest Illinois

This organization serves the communities of Belleville, Collinsville, Maryville, Troy, Red Bud, and O'Fallon.  Their programs cater to people of all ages, but they have specific activities for older adults.  These range from Adult Day Trips, Social Potlucks, Aquatic Fitness classes, Senior Strength Training, Silver Sneakers, Walking Tracks, Women's Conditioning, and Yoga.  All YMCA programs for older adults seek to strengthen the whole person.  Older adults often enjoy the YMCA because it attracts people of all ages and provides them with a place to develop new skills, new interests, and new friends-in short, where they can enjoy life. 

	Corporate Administration 
(618) 233-9485

President/CEO: Jorge Perez
VP Operations: Ed Neill
VP Financial Development: Kelly Millington
VP Finance & Human Resources: John Small
Property Management Director: Roger Tracey
Corp. Administrative Assistant: Dixie Pees
Member Services Director: Lea Thomas
Human Resource Director: Jeannie Sommer
Marketing Director: Lisa Suarez
Program Development Director: Sarah Williams
Endowment & Capital Proj. Dir: Regina Kaisor  
Financial Dev. Admin. Asst.: Terra Taylor
 

 

 
	Downtown Belleville YMCA - 
Robert L. and Elsie A. Kern Center
& YMCA Outdoor Center
(618) 233-1243 
Executive Director: Bob Bruett
Member Services Director: Lisa Flowers
Fitness & Sports Director: Kendra Tatham 

Aquatic Director: Cheri Borsch
Outdoor Center Administrative Asst: JoLynn Duncan-Kolves
 

 

 

Cahokia Area YMCA 

(618) 337-2217 

Executive Director: Frederick Riley 

Program Director: Ann Brown 

 

 

	Monroe County YMCA-HTC Center: 
(618) 281-YMCA (9622) 

Executive Director: Jeff Cernicek 

Membership Director: Kayla Boylan 

Aquatic Director: Jennifer Eggleston 

  

 Collinsville, Maryville, Troy Center 
(618) 346-5600 

Executive Director: Andy Thornton
Sports & Fitness Director: Miriam Fusselman 
Aquatic Director: Julie Rothweil
Child Care Director: Lynne Kerfoot
Office Manager/Member Services: Debbie Roche
Housekeeping Supervisor: Silvia Baker


	O'Fallon Center 
(618) 628-7701 

Executive Director: Jared Beard
Membership Director: Valerie Trim
Sr. Program Director: John Heater
Physical Director: Greg Jarrett
Aquatic Director: Tasha Olufson
Custodial Supervisor: Cathy Mueller
 
Red Bud Center
(618) 282-9622 
Site Director: Tina Steibel
Member Services: Heather Poenitske
Program Coordinator: Andrea Letcher
 

East Belleville Center 
(618) 236-9983 

Executive Director: Kari Lenz
Membership Director: Monet Webster
Program Director: 

Aquatic Director: Heidi Menking
Housekeeping Supervisor: Mary Scott


Lessie Bates Davis Center

Lessie Bates is a United Methodist Center that serves multi-purposes to the community of East St. Louis.  Their goals are to provide quality social and human services, social action and advocacy programs, and housing and economic development programs that improve the quality of life for all members of the East St. Louis community.  Some of their services include quality childcare, crisis intervention and prevention, family support, home health care, and employment and community organizing.

	Serving from two locations:  

	
	1200 N 13th Street, East St. Louis, IL 62205


	
	1045 State Street, East St. Louis, IL 62201


	


	


	


	Services To Older Adults

	Shari Armstead 

	(618) 874-5257 

	       Youth Services, Crossroads, Homeless

	        Winifred Conner

	        (618) 874-0777


East St. Louis Center

The East St. Louis Center provides a variety of activities that serve the needs of the community.  These services include preparing preschoolers for kindergarten, enhancing educational success of youth and adults, providing the foundation for youth to achieve their career goals, preparing high school graduates to pursue further studies in math, science, and engineering, cosponsoring parent involvement activities, sponsoring trips for high school youth to visit universities, and sponsoring performing arts activities to showcase the talents of the youth before an audience.  

Small Business Development Center          
SIUE East St. Louis Center
Building D, Suite 1017
601 James R. Thompson Blvd.
East St. Louis, IL 62201
Phone: (618) 482-8330
East St. Louis Center For Performing Arts
Theo Jamison, Program Director
SIUE East St. Louis Center
Box 1200
601 J. R. Thompson Drive
East St. Louis, IL 62201
Phone: (618) 482-6932
Fax:  (618) 482-6935

Christian Activity Center
The primary purpose of the Christian Activity Center is to nurture and serve the youth of East St. Louis.  The organization provides afterschool programs to children between the ages of 6 and 18.  Services include daily homework help and tutoring, computer classes, recreation, league sports, drama, arts, crafts, life enhancement programs, non-violence training, and tumbling.  They focus on teaching and nurturing values, behaviors, and healthy attitudes from a Christian perspective.   

CAC welcomes individuals and groups (groups click here) for short and long-term service. Depending on your gifts you may assist with tutoring, recreation, technology, Bible study ~ you name it! CAC invites you to introduce children to new hobbies, including African dance, arts and crafts, cooking, karate, cheerleading, pom-pons, mural painting, gardening, day camps, summer camps, drama, piano, choir, clothing design, journalism...the list goes on!

Mail volunteer applications to:

Russell Smith, Human Resources Manager
Christian Activity Center
P.O. Box 2525
East St. Louis, IL 62201

Contact Russell Smith by phone at (618) 874-5615, ext.210 or by email at rms23@hotmail.com.
_______________________________________________________________________
Church of God Community Center
The Church of God is a religious and community center that provides services to the East St. Louis community.  Their activities include Sunday school, Youth Ministries, Bible Study, and Choir.  The church serves as a community gathering port to East St. Louis but is in need of serious repairs as the building’s foundation is cracking and they cannot afford to fix it.   

Church of God Community Worship Center
314 Exchange Ave.
E. St. Louis IL 62201

618-482-5918
cogcwc@cogcwc.org
____________________________________________________________________________
CATHOLIC URBAN PROGRAMS 
With the help of the Church Emergency Center and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, CUP provides emergency food baskets to families 

CUP serves several thousand people a year with food orders.  A daily hot meal is provided by the Bishop Cosgrove's Kitchen located in the St. Vincent de Paul Store in East St. Louis. Food Collections throughout the Diocese are a main source of food for CUP's pantry.  

When a family has lost its home it is devastated. There are so many ways that a family can become homeless. Fire, loss of income, substandard housing, drug abuse or mental illness can all play a part in a family becoming homeless. When this happens, they can turn to Catholic Urban Program's Holy Angels Shelter. It is located at 1410 North 37th St in E. St. Louis, and houses single women, women with children and intact families. CUP provides clothing to those in need by teaming up with the St. Vincent de Paul Store in East St. Louis and the St. Francis Thrift Shop in Belleville. The elderly are so often abandoned in our society. CUP tries to reach out to those that we can and let them know that they are loved. Through visits and gifts for the holidays we help to ease their loneliness. CUP assists many elderly to get their medication. We arrange doctor visits and help to provide transportation when we can. 
 
7 Vieux Carre Drive 
East St. Louis, IL 62203 
 
mailing address: 
P.O. Box 3310 
East St. Louis, IL 62203 
phone (618) 398-5616 
fax (618) 398-9005 
cup@diobelle.org

[image: image1]GRIFFIN CENTERS
After-school Recreation and Education Programs located in the Public Housing Projects in East St. Louis. Summer Day camps and field trips offered. Counteracts Violence through the Second Step Program.

The mission of the Griffin Center is to help children living in E. St. Louis’ poverty stricken, violent public housing projects realize their potential by growing wings to soar above the prediction that “Kids like these aren’t going anywhere.” Our goal is for All of our children to develop into happy, healthy, productive citizens.

2630 Lincoln

East Saint Louis, IL 62204

618 874-2500 Email: director@griffincenter-esl.org
Community Engagement Programming
Gateway Greening

· Gateway Greening “promotes urban neighborhood vitality and stability, healthy living and quality of life through community food projects, education and wellness programs, and civic greening. This mission is accomplished by forming alliances with non-profit organizations, faith based institutions, institutions of higher learning and neighborhood groups to provide resources for citizen-managed open spaces that encourage healthier, safer and more enriched lives.” Gateway Greening establishes community gardens on vacant and unused land.
· Men interested in gardening, learning about healthy living via produce consumption and production…
· Some ideas for collaboration with this program would be to start a community garden in the Dayton-Wedgewood neighborhood that both the men of the Joseph Center and the neighborhood can maintain together (Long term goal). As a short term goal the men may be able to participate in the various gardening and nutritional health workshops Gateway Greening currently holds at their current community garden sites.
Contact info:

P. O. Box 299
St. Louis, MO 63166

Email: gateway.greening@mobot.org
Phone: 314-577-9484

Web Page URL: http://www.gatewaygreening.org
______________________________________________________________________________________
Lalumier Community Garden

· Lalumier Community Garden is a community garden, currently in the design phase, which will serve both the Public Housing complex (Private Mathison Manor) and the Lalumier Elementary School. The operation is primarily organized by a research group from St. Louis University. Their mission is very similar to Gateway Greenings in that they focus a large portion on of their programming on education. There is also talk in starting a local farmers market. 

· An idea of collaboration between Lalumier Community Garden and the Joseph Center would be to once both gardens are up and running and production is blooming they can sell their produce back to the community like a joint venture. 

East St. Louis Park District

Irma is both interested in excited to form a partnership with the men of the Joseph Center. (She has left the planning of the specific programs up to us and the men.) The East St. Louis Park District is a government funded organization that was put in place to govern all of the park systems throughout East St. Louis. A couple ideas for community involvement would be participation in the Park clean-up days and festivals; via. Direct participation or volunteer work. Another idea would be to set up community softball, flag football or basketball league that could be sponsored through the ESL Park District. Tournaments could be held at the various park facilities which in turn would increase the activity levels at the Park and hopefully bring in other activities; which is what I know Irma expressed she was interested in aiding in the revival of the ESL park systems.

Contact info:
Irma B. Galloway

Phone: (618)874-3600

Email: irmaestlpark@aol.com
Dayton-Wedgewood Community Group

Dayton-Wedgewood is the Joseph Centers immediate surrounding neighborhood. The neighborhood group deals with the different political issues of the neighborhood.

Ideas for community involvement would be participation in neighborhood clean up days; cleaning of empty and vacant lots, trash pick up along State St. and all other necessary streets. Another service would be for the men of Joseph Center to start their own landscape or lawn care service. 

Contact info:
Lily Butler

Phone: (618) 447-8746; (618) 397-5695
East St. Louis Public Library

Currently the ESL Public Library does not offer any programs to the community besides the smaller programs for the younger children. But they are interested in possibly forming a liaison with the Joseph Center in creating programs that will help them reach out to the community. (More research needs to be done to come up with exact programs the Joseph Center could do through the Library; maybe a sponsorship to come in and talk with youth such as Scared Straight programs do where the Joseph Center can use the library facility and their name for publicizing).

Contact info:

Phone: (618) 394-0539
The following table is a list of the responses I received from the above organizations
	Name
	Contact
	Contact Name
	Interested?
	Follow-Up?
	Phone Number

	YMCA of Southwest Illinois
	No, but information provided online
	N/A`
	Unsure
	Yes
	(618) 398-1745

	Lessie Bates Davis Center
	Yes
	Calvin McNeil
	Yes but needs to discuss with director
	Yes
	(618)875-2211 ext. 1230

	Centerville Community Center
	Yes
	N/A
	Recommended contacting city hall
	No
	(618) 274-4206

	Church of God Community Center
	Yes
	Tommy Smith
	Yes
	Yes
	(618) 482-5918

	East St. Louis Center
	Yes
	Patricia Merritt
	Yes
	Yes
	(618) 482-6978

	Ozone Teen Center
	Yes
	Secretary, left a message 
	Unsure
	Yes
	(618) 622-9080

	Rush City Community Center
	Yes
	Left a message
	Unsure
	Yes
	(618) 482-3437

	East St. Louis Success Center
	Yes
	Secretary, left a message
	Unsure
	Yes
	618-874-6397

	East St. Louis Public Library
	No
	N/A
	Maybe
	Yes
	(618) 394-0539

	East St. Louis Park District
	Yes
	Irma Galloway
	Yes
	Yes
	(618) 874-3600

	Christian Activity Center
	Yes
	Left a message
	Unsure
	Yes
	618-874-5615


Programs that may be of interest but need more researching 

Ozone Teen Center

The Ozone Teen Center provides afterschool activities to the youth of East St. Louis.

Rush City Community Center

The Rush City Community Center provides afterschool and recreational activities for the youth and families within the East St. Louis community.
East St. Louis Success Center

The East St. Louis Success Center assists students in the area by supporting efforts to develop study skills and achieve academic success.  Their services include tutoring, providing study skills and career success workshops, and providing instructional videos for academic and study skills.  The Success center also provides an Online Writing Lab (OWL) to provide access to tutors for Southwestern Illinois College Students who are struggling academically but are unable to come to the Success Center.

Centreville Community Center

The Centreville Community Center provides a variety of social services to individuals and families within the East St. Louis and Centreville communities.
� HYPERLINK "http://www.siue.edu/eslc/" �East St. Louis Center��� HYPERLINK "mailto:pharris@siue.edu" �Patricia Harrison�,  Executive Director�SIUE East St. Louis Center�601 J.R. Thompson Drive�Box 1200�East St. Louis, Illinois 62201�Phone: (618) 482-6913�Fax:  (618) 482-6935





� HYPERLINK "http://www.siue.edu/eslc/ed_opportunities.shtml" �Educational Opportunity Centers��� HYPERLINK "mailto:waroger@siue.edu" �Marlana Strode�, Program Director�SIUE East St. Louis Center�601 James R. Thompson Drive�Box 1200�East St. Louis, IL 62201�Phone: (618) 482-6929 �Fax:  (618) 482-6992 





�
 Adult Day Services�
�
�
Rena McNeil�
�
�
(618) 875-2211�
�
�
Youth In Action�
�
Mary Parchman, Director


(618) 874-0777 �
�
�
  


 Teen REACH�
�
�
       Vera Jones �
�
�
  (618) 874-0777�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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